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SUBJECT: SOVIET "MEMORANDUM" CONTROVERSY LAID TO REST 

REF: CAIRO 7787 

1 . AT DINNER LAST EVENING I HAD OPPORTUNITY SPEAK TO 
ALI HAMDI EL GAMAL, EDITOR IN CHIEF OF AL AHRAM, ABOUT 
REFERENCE SUBJECT (REPTEL). GAMAL CONFIRMED THAT 
PAHMY WAS SOURCE OP AHRAM STORY. ALSO THAT ALLEGED 
INCIDENT IN WHICH SOVIET AMBASSADOR SUPPOSEDLY SEPARATED 
TWO SECTIONS OP SOVIET MEMORANDUM AND ONLY GAVE 
PAHMY SECTION DEALING WITH IMPROVED BILATERAL RELATIONS 
TOOK PLACE DURING POLYAKOV'S APRIL 29 MEETING WITH 
PAHMY. SOVIET AMBASSADOR'S WILLINGNESS DO SO, FAHMY 
TOLD GAMAL, WAS ACCEPTED BY FAHMY AS SATISFACTORY 
RESPONSE TO GOE DEMAND; HENCE, INCIDENT COULD BE 
CONSIDERED CLOSED. 

2. ASKED WHY IN THAT CASE SADAT HAD ON MAY I, TWO DAYS 
LATE, USED "MEMORANDUM" INCIDENT TO ATTACK SOVIETS, 

GAMAL REPLIED PAHMY HAD INDEED TOLD PRESIDENT ABOUT THE 
APRIL 29 MEETING AND HAD SUGGESTED SECTIONS OP THE 
SADAT SPEECH CRITICIZING SOVIETS BE DROPPED. SADAT HAD 
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AGREED. PAHMY HAD BEEN SURPRISED WHEN SADAT, ALTER 
MENTIONING SOVIETS IN HIS LARGELY EXTEMPORANEOUS 
SPEEC#, HAD ONCE AGAIN LET HIS ANTI-SOVIET PHOBIA RUN 
AWAY WITH HIM AND HAD PUBLICLY PLAYED SOVIETS POR 
"MEMORANDUM" INCIDENT. GAMAL ADDED THAT AHRAM STORY, 

UPON PAHMY'S ADVICE, HAD DELIBERATELY AVOIDED CITING 
DATE WHEN POLYAKOV ALLEGEDLY DIVIDED MEMORANDUM AND HAD 
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SOUGHT TO FUZZ THIS BY GIVING IMPRESSION IT HAPPENED 
DURING SOVIET AMBASSADOR'S LAST MEETING WITH EAHMY ON 
MAY 5. GAMAL REITERATED EAHMY CONSIDERS MATTER CLOSED. 

3. TODAY'S PAPER CARRIES AP REPORT FROM CAIRO CLAIMING 
USSR HAS INSTRUCTED ITS ENVOYS IN ARAB STATES TO 
WITHHOLD DISTRUBITION OF A 'DIPLOMATIC NOTE " ACCUSING 
EGYPT OF PLANNING TO INVIADE LIBYA AND SEIZING 

ITS OIL FIELDS. GOE, ACCORDING TO THE REPORT, CONSIDERS 
MATTER CLOSED AFTER IT ASCERTAINED NOTE WAS DISTRIBUTED 
ONLY IN ONE UNIDENTIFIED ARAB CAPITAL AND THAT SOVIET 
DIPLOMATS IN OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES WERE INSTRUCTED TO 
WITHHOLD IT. 

4. ALTHOUGH AMBASSADOR MET WITH FAHMY ON APRIL 29 

AND MAY 5, FAHMY DID NOT REVEAL ANY OF THE ABOVE EVENTS. 
ASKED ABOUT STATUS OF CASE, HE SIMPLY INDICATED THERE 
WAS NOTHING NEW. IT WAS ALREADY CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT 
HE HAD LOST HIS EARLIER BELLIGERENCY ON THE MATTER. 
FAHMY IS CLEARLY SEEKING TO PLAY THE INCIDENT AS A 
RESOUNDING GOE VICTORY. 
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